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Rubio also emphasised the
Trump Administration’s desire
to work with India to advance
economic ties and address
concerns related to irregular
migration. 

This meeting marked
Secretary Rubio’s first bilater-
al engagement since assum-
ing office. Both leaders empha-
sised collaboration in areas
such as critical and emerging
technologies, defence, energy,
and the advancement of a free
and open Indo-Pacific region.

Jaishankar expressed opti-
mism about the bilateral rela-
tionship. “Delighted to meet
Secretary Marco Rubio for his
first bilateral meeting after
assumption of office as
Secretary of State. Reviewed
our extensive bilateral part-
nership, of which Secretary
Marco Rubio has been a strong
advocate. Also exchanged
views on a wide range of
regional and global issues.
Look forward to closely work-
ing with him to advance our
strategic cooperation,” he said
on X. 

The US-India relationship
has seen substantial growth in
recent years, with a focus on
defence collaboration, trade,
and shared strategic goals in
the Indo-Pacific region.
Secretary Rubio emphasised
the importance of critical and
emerging technologies as a key
area for partnership, reflecting
both nations’ interests in fos-
tering innovation and enhanc-
ing security frameworks.

The Indian American com-
munity, numbering approxi-
mately 4.4 million, plays a piv-
otal role in strengthening ties
between India and the United
States. With 3.18 million per-
sons of Indian origin consti-
tuting the third-largest Asian
ethnic group in the US, this
community excels across
diverse fields, including poli-
tics. Their contributions have
been instrumental in fostering
bilateral relations. Notably, five
individuals of Indian origin
currently serve in the US
Congress, further highlighting
their influence and integration
into American society.

Trump Govt clearly...

focused on the country’s inde-
pendence and people from
diverse background united for
the cause, he said. 

“Now we have to stay unit-
ed for a developed India,” he
said and added, “Today when
we are engaged in realising the
resolve of developed India, the
legacy Netaji Subhas will con-
stantly inspire us.”

He said people should seek
inspiration from Bose’s life for
India’s unity, urging them to
keep working for Viksit Bharat

and saying that this will be a
true tribute to Bose.

“We have to stay alert to those
who wanted to weaken the
country and break its unity,”
he said. The Prime Minister cit-
ed a host of decisions, includ-
ing the naming of islands in the
Andamans after Bose, instal-
lation of his statue at India Gate
and celebration of his birth
anniversary as ‘Parakram
Diwas’, taken by his
Government to emphasise on
its work to promote his legacy.

Stay united for ‘viksit...

that target by 2030, Fadnavis
told PTI in an interview here.

Fadnavis said investors’ con-
fidence in policy continuity at
Centre and in State as also their
trust in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has led to this
record level of investment
commitments. He said the
State Government would track
these MOUs to ensure their
conversion into actual invest-
ments. Later, addressing a
press conference along with
other Indian leaders, he said
it is important for all States to
grow together for the country
to grow further 

At the same conference,
Telangana Minister D Sridhar
Babu said he is confident that
his State would become USD
1 trillion.

Kerala Minister P Rajeev said
his State has come to Davos
for the first time and it has

invited global investors to
Invest Kerala summit to be held
next month.

Tamil Nadu Minister T R B
Rajaa said India is the knowl-
edge powerhouse of the world
and if India puts up a united
face it can write policies for the
entire world and an event like
WEF can be held in any Indian
city. For the first time, all Indian
leaders including from the
Centre and various States,
came together. Their pavilions
were also housed within two
Indian pavilions. Rajaa said
that the next time it should be
just one pavilion for everyone
from the country.

Civil Aviation Minister K
Ram Mohan Naidu said a
“deadly mix of experience and
youth” has come here from
India and the credit for that
goes to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Investment MOUs worth Rs...
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their presentations on their electoral experience in
2024. CEC of Mauritius Abdool Rahman also stressed
on the menace of fake news, saying it undermines
voters’ trust in the poll bodies. 

Highlighting a particular case of fake online appli-
cations for recruitment of election staff, Rahman
expressed concern over the use of technology and
social media in intensifying the menace of misin-
formation and disinformation during elections. A
representative of the Electoral Commission of
Namibia, while expressing concern over the rising
trend of fake news, sought suggestions on tackling

fake news on social media. 
Commissioner, General Election Commission of

Indonesia, Idhan Holik spoke about their experience
of using a dedicated WhatsApp channel to tackle mis-
information in real time.

Poll management bodies express concern over...

PUNE, Jan 23 (PTI) 

PUNE on Wednesday reported 35
suspected fresh cases of Guillain-
Barré syndrome (GBS), an
immunological nerve disorder,
taking the count to 59, officials
said. Doctors said that GBS is a
rare condition that causes sud-
den numbness and muscle weak-
ness, with symptoms like severe
weakness in the limbs. “The total
number of GBS cases increased
to 59 on Wednesday including 38
men and 21 women. 12 patients
are currently on ventilator sup-
port,” said a health official. 

The State Health Department
formed a Rapid Response Team

(RRT) team to investigate the
sudden rise in this disease.

Dr Babasaheb Tandale, a sci-
entist from the National Institute
of Virology (NIV), Dr Premchand
Kambale, Joint Director of Health
Services, Dr Rajesh Karyekarte,
HOD of the Department of
Microbiology of B J Medical
College, Dr Bhalchandra
Pradhan, state epidemiologist
and others are part of the RRT.

Most suspected patients are
within the age group of 30 years.

“RRT members visited the
affected areas where a majority
of these cases were reported and
instructed surveillance in Pune
city and rural areas. Samples of
stool and blood of patients have
been sent to NIV. 

The samples of water from the
affected areas are being investi-
gated,” said the official. Doctors
explained that bacterial and viral
infections generally lead to GBS
as they weaken patients’ immu-
nity. “It is prevalent in both pae-
diatric and young-age groups.
However, GBS will not lead to an
epidemic or pandemic,” said the
official adding that with treat-
ment, most people recover fully
from the condition.

RAJOURI/JAMMU, Jan 23 (PTI) 

OVER 200 individuals, who came
in contact with the affected fam-
ilies of the 17 people who died
due to the mysterious illness in
Rajouri, have been quarantined
as a precautionary measure, an
official said on Thursday. 

Four people, including three
sisters, have been shifted to hos-
pitals, with three airlifted to a
hospital in Jammu.

Top health officials have iden-
tified a common factor among
all those who lost their lives in

Badhaal village as involvement
of the brain and damage to the
nervous system.

National Conference (NC)
leader and local MLA Javaid Iqbal
Choudhary on Thursday
demanded the imposition of a
medical emergency to save peo-
ple and contain the spread of
such a mysterious illness.

Over 200 individuals who came
into contact with the affected
families have been relocated to
a quarantine centre set up in the
building of a nursing college and
GMC hospital in Rajouri, they

said.
A new quarantine centre was

set up in nursing college on
Wednesday. As a precautionary
measure, these relocated indi-
viduals include close relatives of
the deceased. Several individu-
als who had contact with the
affected families, from those who
took children to the hospital to
those who participated in buri-
als, have also been identified.

These individuals have been
moved away from the village as
a precaution to break the chain,
officials said.

Strict security measures have
been implemented at the quar-
antine centre located in the nurs-
ing college building in Rajouri,
designated specifically for quar-
antine purposes. The facility has
been secured with fencing and
rigorous monitoring, they said.

Before admission to the cen-
tre, all individuals are being
screened. Arrangements have
been made to accommodate
those affected at the nursing col-
lege at Gujjar Mandi.

“Keeping in view seriousness,
the government should declare
Medical emergency to save the
population”, the MLA told
reporters here.

Security personnel at a containment zone after the outbreak of a
mysterious illness, in Rajouri district on Wednesday. (PTI)

Mysterious illness: Over 200
people quarantined in J&K

With 35 fresh cases,
Guillain-Barré syndrome
cases in Pune rise to 59

GBS is a rare condition
that causes sudden
numbness and muscle
weakness, with 
symptoms like severe
weakness in the limbs.
State Health
Department formed a
Rapid Response Team
team to investigate the
sudden rise in this 
disease
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of dead persons is 12 as the torso
and body are of the same deceased
(female) identified by her son,” he
said. The official said all bodies
have been identified and they were
being handed over to their respec-
tive families.

A team of five senior railway offi-
cials has initiated an inquiry into
the train accident, the Railway
Board said on Thursday. Of those
who lost their lives on the tracks,
seven hailed from Nepal. 

Lachchiram Khataru Pasi was
among those seven persons. His
family not only had to bear the
grief of his death but also go
through the extremely traumatic
process of identifying him from
mutilated body parts. Pasi’s com-
panions, who survived the tragedy,
narrated how they remained hud-
dled in the cramped space between

the two trains to save themselves.
Earlier, four Nepalese victims were
identified as Kamala Navin
Bhandari (43) (who lived in Colaba
in Mumbai), Javakala Bhate (60)
(who resided at Bhiwandi in
Thane), Lachchiram Khataru Pasi
(40) and Imtiyaz Ali (11), as per a
list provided by authorities.

Pasi’s nephew Ramrang Pasi,
who lives in Jalgaon, said his uncle
hailed from Narainapur in Nepal’s
Banke district and was in his 50s.

“Some portions of his hands and
legs are missing,” Ramrang told
PTI. He said his uncle was travel-
ling on the Pushpak Express to
Thane from Nepal via Lucknow
with five others, all daily wagers.
Barring Pasi, the others survived,
he said.

They identified his uncle from
his face and clothes, but the sight
was so scary that their minds went

blank for a moment, Ramrang said.
They wanted to take his uncle’s
mortal remains to his native place
in the Himalayan country, he
added. Recounting the horror,
Shaukat Ali, a worker from Nepal
who was travelling with
Lachchiram, said, “A fire rumour
spread on the train. We saw smoke
inside the bogie. When the train
slowed, we hastily stepped down
and the train got empty.”

As they got off, another train
moving in the opposite direction
approached within a couple of min-
utes. Before they could compre-
hend what was happening, every-
one started running helter-skelter
to save their lives while there was
no place to escape, he said.

“We found a small space between
the two trains and we laid down
there, tightly holding each other,
hence we survived,” Ali said.

RPF, GRP initiate probe into Jalgaon accident ‘Uncertainty over fate of...
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which comes under the Union Home Ministry, following a
Madhya Pradesh High Court order of December 13, 2024 on
the issue. Saif Ali Khan’s mother and noted actress Sharmila
Tagore (Pataudi) and others had challenged in the HC the
order dated February 24, 2015, of the Custodian of Enemy
Property for India that termed the property of Bhopal Nawab
as “Enemy Property”. The authority under the Home Ministry
had given its ruling on the ground that Nawab Muhammad
Hamidullah Khan’s eldest daughter Abida Sultan Begum
migrated to Pakistan following the Partition. Therefore, all
such properties that she was supposed to succeed are ene-
my properties and vest in the Custodian of Enemy Property
for India. However, senior advocate and expert on merger
of Nawab properties, Jagdish Chhavani, quoted an order dat-
ed January 10, 1962 that after the death of Hamidullah Khan
in 1960, the Government of India recognised Sajida Sultan
Begum “as such ruler, is the sole successor to all private prop-
erties, movable and immovable, held by Nawab Hamidullah.
And the GoI have no objection to such properties being trans-
ferred to Sajida Sultan Begum.” Sajida Sultan Begum is the
second daughter of Nawab Hamidullah and as the eldest
daughter (Abida) migrated to Pakistan, Sajida became the
owner of all such properties, he told PTI.

Vigilance raids 
at Bihar edn 
officer’s premises
BETTIAH, Jan 23 (PTI) 

THE Special Vigilance Unit  of
Bihar on Thursday conduct-
ed searches at premises
linked to Rajnikant Praveen,
the District Education Officer
of West Champaran, over
allegations of amassing
assets disproportionate to his
income, officials said. Raids
were carried out in Bettiah,
Darbhanga, Madhubani,
Muzaffarpur, and Patna.
Unaccounted cash seized
from his Bettiah residence.


